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“The Pursuit of Exotica: A Commeoc 

Ad ri A n Sh u b€ rt 
Yifi Vnmfu^ T^mfv 

Michael WootCs mtc]^, *Com6 Set tht Poof P«cpl6* Tht Pursuit 
of )S a pfovocaiiv€ <(io^ue uf what be <elli oecbodosy'' 

of promoting scudy abroad m i>ofhcrad)fio&al desaaarioru. (139) Vco^ra 
undetiyicig p^icti a thti tbe<urMeMphiSUOCi peo&oein^ seudeiw sobiliry 
(0 ftOfi«frad)fiofui^ je M)«Europaafi, da&rinjooAS neirbet eiuirely realb-* 
tic wholly desirable * (139) Amonj titt psobleas he Meofifiea are cbe 
prevalent oio of the iaogaa^ of tourism; rbe eelAangaged naiase of sfudent 
Mpm&ea; and rbe down^r^mg of *che iAheaof seriouaoees of inremaaiceuj 
edutarioci* Hi6) Underlying all this 6 tbe absence cf an ^aJemit agenda 
tc drive the movemeof. Wooif b also critical of aiguaenca in favoe of cion> 
tr^xtional deetmaMona that highlight national security consideationa, and 
be rabes the latetesting latoe of tbe reeoufce and wradensK implications of 
sending brge ouat^rs cf US studeota to universities in these cotincriaa He 
concludes by arguing chat for titt promocioci of study abroad to non^tade 
tionai destinations to be legitimate it must "bt driven by a combination of 
coirKolum development on US campases with an lovestaenc in buitding 
inlrasttuctua in onis^raities in those regions * ( 144 ) 

1 could ooc agree moa virb thb conclusion I al so agree With s^e of 
bb aoee specific aigumencs^ but cbete aa a number of puots of his analysis 
which couJd^ perhaps^ be moa coaplece. Thia comment wiU take up some of 
these issues It b intended as a frieodly and soppoetive comment cn Voolfs 
timely and thougbc^rovokiog article as well as a beo^ecung and sharpeang 
of hiacticsque. 

As we all koow« cur locatioo shapes our perspective lo rewjing Voolfs 
aripcke^ I was amaaed that someone situated in dse UK and with previous erpesK 
ence in Aftkt should eotialy leave out cf hu discuasion one of the meat strike 
mg Sracures of titt study abrowJ enterprise as practiced in titt United States: its 
massively commercial nafure (Indeed^ Voolf himself on occasion calks about 
*the market Thu hit me like the peoverbial ton of bricks tbe first — and 
only — time 1 attended tte annual N APSA^Aasociation of IntemationaJ Bd^ 
ca tors con ft re nee ^^king intotl^aam halloftheconverwiooceota, I bad to 
struggle to remind myself tlut ( was at the annual nueting of an orgamaation 
— ostensibly — dedicacaJ to eduaaion Tbe sight ammded me infinitely 



of t ihov itwti to cm or brtcet homes tltto o( t mMicif of 
odt^toft. pM^t of reftrtfK^ hm is Acuud cooCmnce of the Amerxcici 
HfitOAcal Ae&ociitioci^ whkh a m much SAttlUr thm tbo NARA amin^ 
^Kipolf chmcuriMS the pmmocioo cf ivoo-cfaditiond sttfdy abfo^ 
tifyhOM Si beifi^ coucteJ m rhe of couriim^ bu< be docs i>oc mem 

eioci thii^ Si If ii ccodiKted in ebr Uoicod Sutec, study in ^oetsJ is 

i busjMS vhkh amvcrsiucs cB (o^ <hc orgcfuzcsioA of tht lOunufiOQsj 
oducisioo e^^rieocc to tbr«peo6c ^service providers* saJ cbsi;gc cbeie sfudeots 
befey pficre fopseticipstc. Irv tbis ccMttx, it is not <he icesf bit surpriiioj this 
the Icogoi^of touriim, vhkh feedi on the exotic^ sbouJd be so pevsime A 
cjOMion this Ibllovs from thjs^ SAd ooe tbit Woolf decs not csk^ a the extent 
to vhkh aU study is eoi^bed in the icogoife of toufisa. In srgiung 

tbit tttf emphmi oo loestioti "implicitly seAds e iigosl thit'' ttudenti who 
d>oose to study lO ersdiooAd destinstioni in Vesterti Europe ere somehow 
having s lees valid eipenence, Wcoif is makjog the very large sasompoon that 
the sole monvstioci for these sci^oes is scademic. As a historan of medeto 
Spcin^ I know si) too well tbe ways in which that country hsi See centuries 
been oeientsJieed lO the Eoglish speaking world. Hemingway li only one of 
tia meat recent —aod the best koown in the United States — of a long line 
I have serious doubts that this third meat popular study sbroad destioatioo 
j promoted lO terms of its being a modern, Euiopesn society wbere 

gay cnarriege is legal acd wbkh boasts one ^ the ten largest economies lO 
world Caemetu ^ibolkism and Civil Waa not to mentioo bullAghting. sre 
much more likely to be tbe terms of engsgemeot 

Spain takes us easity into tbe question cf SpSAAb snd tanguage seudy lO 
general Voolf argues that enrolmeoes in Isnguegrs and area studies programs 
demonstrate that *the call Ibr the etpansion cf programs lO non^raditiooaj 
programs (sic] u ooc teiog driven by an ac^emic ageodi * fl37) ( don't que^ 
tioo the conclusion^ but bis arguments do need to be examined more <lcMtf 
The stagnation of enrolments 1 0 area studies programs is teyonddoubr There 
wiK te a number of reasons Ibr this^ taic tbe recent emphasis on programs that 
ere deemed more coosooant wirb our globalising age will ccReinly have com 
tribttted ^ At my own university^ these area studies progtams have very lew 
maiors or minors At the same time^ the coua&cs that make up these interdi^ 
c^lifury programs^ which ase drawn from the traditional disciplinary depart* 
ments^ are hill tooverdowiog The History oe Poiitical Science major with an 
intaresc in Africa os Beam) needs Swahili or Portuguese every bit as much 

as cbe student doing a degree lO African Studies or laain Amencan Studies. 





Momi^r^ tbmM ocJ>€t iSium^tCMUy^titnt^ 
fittt M pfovidg to b6 pofukf. At Yotk Ubjvmcy^ aiuJ m 
IfAtttMiOti^ De^opffiefit Studio a proving to te viidly torc«al^ ^MC^g 
udikrgrodujtn. By ckfinitjoo^ tb6 pl^n and — vub tb6 FKCtptioci ofSpaiw 
— titt langujgF^ involved m ftoo^cfadioond. York'a b^ljngtut Olefin 
P^u(cy Aho liaa a popaiUr pfogtam <alkd Inmrutjotui Smclin.^ atdl 

m ptfo^fama calkd Globd Snklin.^ 

Nor can tb6 anni^a nf tht aica^tioo bo litruirJ todogtorprogriM. Tf^tt 
afo ocbof forma of ac^omkaliy^vtlid, noA-^ou/btk intmotiond aobxlxty for 
awdootL (otomabipo aao ono rampk Four yrara ago^ vo creored cbr Yc(k 
Inmoationot liwotnalup Program.^ Thu program provides York acudono to 
work Id aoocJm country^ or ai an icitematiooal boat withici for tlwoa 

mocittu botwern Ma^ and August Intomsh^ piacomrrwa are arranged at a 
Wide variety of government and non^govemmeot ceganiaationa. In aetciag up 
the placement a, we work wxth tbe b^totganiaationa toenaore thee dw intern-* 
ahiftt wilt be relevant to acoikcita' ^adenuc program by providing thea with 
an oppoeruciity to conoaee theory and practice. StoJerwa selected for an mam- 
ahip receive a stipend of CASiOOO £rom the oniversicy and thiy also apply to 
the York lntetr\etional Mobility Award for aoney to cover their travel ccata 
In 200d^ordy i6 p^rceru of theplacemecits wese lO Europe or North America; 
Asia* Paci&and Imin Ametacaaod d>e Caribbean had 23 pee cent each; Afoka 
hwl 12 percent and the Middle Base 8 perceru. Noa^readetional deatinatiom 
have always generated the most appikants and the same u true for 2007; tbe 
meat sough t ^ er place a an rs are inSc Kitts. Japan aeal Scudecitsapply^ 

ing a work at the Onadian High Com miss ico in New DeLhj. tbe Sci^Bono 
Discovery Outer injolunrvesbusg or tl^Ouadian Bducatioo Onca Network 
oAce lu Meiko Ocy or Singapore ase not moavated simply by a *missiorttfy* 
or dtKgooder impulse Oearly studeois want to go to noci^tsaduionat places^ 
but it Itts to be in a context they consider valuable. 

The language c] use tion also rwjuisea fort Ittr consideration ^R>olf cites the 
National Council oo Commonly Tbughc languages to the effret that four 
Vestem European languages* PreuA^ Germao. Italian and Spwuidt^ capture 
over 90 p^rcecic of all boguage anrolmecits in tbe US, laaving only 9 percent 
for all tbe ocher languages a the world There are at least two issues hea Oc^ 
IS the Staple mattes of bow many — and which — are taught at US 

uaversitus and Outside titt large research inscitutions^ the cumber n 

probably very small and ct^ languages present are liluly to be predotnirttncly 
western European ones. My univeeaicy^ which w a large research eutitution^ 
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cummly uxwfi ic^ ludinjt ^ ciuA^tef of k&s com- 

mooly utight OM. Of thm l^vew, Chinw« Ba^ 

iiafi, Arabic^ Hinde^ KMafi a&d Swahilj^ iJM Ibof hiv6 bm ^deJ iJ) fbe 
iiie bur years as a ke^ pruKicy of ouf iiwmai toaalitai ioo srcaie^ That scrawny 
alio iadudes rhe^oaJ of ifu^Sfaiiog iao^ui^ )iwo decree peo^rams. aj>d ccshac 
eod M hava t^en creauAj iww de^fM^ the Intmai icauJ BSc tf>d lotMUtMCiaj 
BA« bo(h ofvlach retire as least two lull y^M ct a bA^ua^aikJ a mioimuffi 
one seseaeef cnmlttoge ^Theenmlmms in all lour bn^uaj^s have been veiy 
scfoog, %ich Arabk coa&iacecitfy overaubacfibed. BujU ti ar>d they viH<om^ 

The aeccod queaooo has to do with the status of Spaoi&b^ easily the sosc 
popular laogua^ on US campuses. The Uait^ Ss a rtf iS the sacoed aosc pofa^ 
lousSpuci)slwspeakifi{<ouArry inthewtfld^ behiodMetKoarsd ahe^of^ajo^ 
so some of its populariry has co do wM )ts place as both a henta^ lars^ua^e 
assd the urscAoal acoad dcmesoc Itsigmge But these carsooc be titt only re^ 
soas that enrolffiencs m Sparush dausf thM ie all otlvs includirs( 

more cultusally psesti^ious ooas such as Prervh arsd GetmacL Is it because all 
these sttaknts have a burajn^ mcesesc laipom? I suspect ooc laiio Ametka 
IS veiy much oa scudeots' miiak Most History depescmeots luve at laast cae 
specialist m l^in Ametka while very lew have sp^ialiacs on Spuin Has arsy« 
otfse anaiyaed enrolments m liteeatuse courses in Spniush depertmeocs co see 
whether students are opting br peainsular or I^ain Amencaa literatures? 

Vhy then is ^ajn such a significaoc study abto^tlestination while 
Aaerkan ccaintries, with the ctcepeion of htoico assd Costa Bka« which rank 
sitth and teoth in popularity to Spam's thirds ase not^ The aimple answer is 
that so many US universities have study abrowl programs tMe. <Obeci titfse 
are ^island* programs^ m which US students are largely isolated from their 
local p^ets, but chat is arvother cnatter.) How many aquxvaleoc programs are 
there in Bueoos Aires or Santiago^ 

This leads us to Wooifi excdienc p«smc ahouc the resource implications 
of sendmg US students to r^rntraditionaj descioatioos* ^he detrends that a 
substantial iacseasem US study abroad srould make upMm th^conuBunicies * 
and his suggestion that US universiuas should direct bnds "truly to siqspoet 
the infrast rue t use cf host uruversit lea." < 159-40) Even the meat cash^rappud 
North Ametican lasritution is iffimensely wealthy coenpurad to aiaw any of 
Its couoterpascs in (^Global South. 

I would ask l^w one cao seasonably aap^c anythmg of the sort when 
study aheoad is so dominated by br^proSt service providers. A much healthier 
scenario would be to embed study abroad withio mutually bene&ial instic^ 
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pttKnenhipt (o <h« limpk msiA^cJmcMf fmy ooc t< tJw smc 
or the mosc app<o^h My <m> 6 thtc ufuvefSK 

<ks lA d>e Global South ut tMcpHAtly looku^g Sorways lor E^ulry mmbm to 
Fpoc^ ao amodftl pofiod, ftoa tbm moothi to a yaar^ ai cut ofuvarsiQC Ve 
hav^ baan wocbng m ikvalopnj machafUima^ vxthia tha tai^ra conatraiata 
of an tu>daftuj>dad piblxc laacutftiorv, to maka cbis poa^bk. I^wlaad^ so 
iaanaiplxcicob^acava ofcair locefnationaliution trtaiagy. 

Tia bfo^af poioc IS that USurbm&jtias sbouU hava^mrr^ m no^crade 
fboal dastjnatiotu^ and that taraJiajati^kcia thara sboukl bapaacofataUauiaw 
tbp speaks to cba oaads and incetaars cfhti lOStuoaumL TTus wiU raquiaa 
giving op tttf aas^ opooo of laaviag things to aarvka providafs and takiag a 
mofa dira<c lund lO davaloping and funrung ansdy abroad and othar intern-* 
tiooaj eJi^atioci oppmuntias Aside froffi makjng economic aan&a, this e the 
test^ and perltops ooly^ vay to enause that all loumaaional mobilxcy oprioos are^ 
as Voolf so rightty demands^ *<oascr\^tod amphaaicall^ in educational teems 
(143) and aorhoerd by AautKuyt arademic goals cf each institution 


Netea 

^ Woolf. Hjchaal, *Ome and See the Poor Petrie The Paesuit cf Bto* 
tka*^ Pnews, Pall 2006. pp 135-46 

^For exace pk ^ d>e Ford FouqJi cion's 1999 seponCra^jg 8mAn* 
z/nf Anw 5sndW, htcp*//wwwlbrdldQnd.tfg/publkatioQs/recenc.artides/dn:&/ 
cfossj ngfcosdars .pdf 

^Intemaoonal Development Scudiescuremdy has 366 aajoesaed Interne 
tiooai Studies 410 Intetestmgly^ the gendee recio in borb programs u exactly 
the same: 76 pet cent lemale and 24 per ceet The ratio lot the studeets 
ebeaeo br the lateeoshjp program^ discussed belov, has beee diesame in each 
of its three yeara: 87 per cent tamale and 13 percent male. Geoder diRereocas 
in acudecit mobility, and interest in the ^incemauonaT le general^ is e topic 
that needs much serious study. 

^Sae^ br etan^ le. the recently opened School of Gbbel Scudiee ec Arisoca 
Seate Uniseraicy. httpi^/vwwasu edu^ctaa^globaisttaliea^ 

^http*//intefnuiond yorku ca/intemsbpo 

^For details on titt iBSc^ see ht^^/wwv science ytfkiLca/prospetudecits/ 
p rog ranW I BS^i nd e^ ht ml 
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